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IT’S SHOWTIME….
Our Christmas shows start next week.
Dates and times are as follows:
Nursery:
Weds 14 Dec at 9.30am, repeated at
2.30pm
Reception:
Mon 12 Dec at 2.00pm
Tues 13 Dec at 10.00am
Years 1 and 2:
Weds 21 Dec at 2.40pm
Thurs 22 Dec at 2.40pm
Years 3 and 4:
Thurs 15 Dec at 2.00pm
Fri 16 Dec at 10.00am

CHRISTMAS AT
CHRIST CHURCH WEST DIDSBURY
Some of our classes visit Christ Church West
Didsbury at this time of year to enrich their work
in religious education. Reverend Anne Pilkington
told us there are 2 services in particular that
some of you might want to take your children to.
They are:
Christingle carol service – 4.00pm on Sunday
18th December
Traditional festival of nine lessons and carols –
7.30pm on Sunday 18th December (this year, a
member of the Cavendish staff will be reading
one of the lessons)

BEING ON TIME FOR SCHOOL
Most children arrive at school bright and early each day, and we thank the majority of you for
that. However, we are concerned about children who persistently arrive in school after 9am.
Lessons begin at 9am, and if your child arrives late, they are missing valuable learning time. We
understand that occasionally things happen unexpectedly, and we make allowances for that.
However, it’s not acceptable to blame the traffic, weather, an alarm clock that didn’t go off, or the
buses, every day. We hear a lot in the press about teaching methods in Singapore, South Korea,
China etc, and how much better children in South East Asia are performing compared to here in
the UK, but it doesn’t matter what teaching methods we use at Cavendish if a child isn’t in class
to be taught! If you know that your child is often late, please get up earlier, set off earlier and
get them here for 8.50am.
MEDITATION AND MINDFULNESS MORNING CLUB FOR KS1 CHILDREN STARTING IN JANUARY
(TUESDAY 8.00-8.50AM FROM 12TH JAN 2017)
Meditation and mindfulness can have a profound effect on children. As well as having extremely
positive effects on health and well-being, other benefits can include: increased focus and
concentration; increased resilience; less stress and anxiety; better sleep patterns; improved
coping mechanisms for dealing with stressful situations, and improved self-esteem and
compassion. In this club, Mrs Taylor will guide children to discover and experience the benefits of
the practices for themselves through fun, age-appropriate activities and games.
Please contact Mrs Taylor for more details: r.taylor@cavendish.manchester.sch.uk , or book
your child’s place via the School Gateway System from Monday 12th Dec.

A NEW MEMBER OF STAFF FOR TEAM CAVENDISH!
We are delighted to be able to tell you that we have appointed Mr. Gary Ellison as our new Site
and Facilities Manager. This is a much-needed new position, brought about by school expansion
and increasing commercial use of the school site during out of school hours. Many of you will
already have come across Mr. Ellison, because he has worked as a contractor at Cavendish for
some time. He is a man of many talents who has already demonstrated a strong commitment to
the school, and we are delighted to claim him as our own!
Next week we will be interviewing for a junior site position – we are open from 6.30am to 9.00pm
most days and from 8am to 1pm on Saturdays, and the person we appoint will support Mr. Ellison
in making sure the site is safe and accessible at all times.
NEWS FROM YEAR 3…
Hmmm, it appears that there has been some
movement in a couple of the Year 3 classes at
night time that has caused the alarm to go off,
and the stills from our CCTV in one classroom
have shown this...

CHILDREN’S PERSONAL SAFETY
We know that a lot of the older children at
Cavendish have mobile phones, and access the
internet regularly. We would like to remind you
to be vigilant about how they are using phones
and social media. In particular, please reinforce
the messages we give them in school that:
•

•

•
•
•

We are sure that Year 3 pupils have nothing
to worry about; classrooms may be a little
messier than usual due to elfish disruption,
but the intruders seem harmless. Zip wiring
across the classroom must surely contravene
‘elf’ and safety though!
THANK YOU…
…to everyone who came to support
LightsFest last Saturday afternoon. It was a
lovely event and our children sang really well.
We are especially grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Lee
for taking the time to come along. Mr. Lee
will be taking his Small Choir to sing at
Burnage Tesco next Friday, 16 December.

They should never pass on their own
telephone number to others without
your consent.
They should never pass on other
people’s telephone numbers to a third
party. Children might think it is okay
to give Child A’s number to Child B,
but it’s not.
They should never pass on their
passwords to others.
They shouldn’t be using Facebook until
they are 13 years old.
Anything that they write or say about
people via social media should be
something they would be happy to say
to face to face.

Technology can be brilliant for keeping in
touch, but we want to make sure that it is
used safely and respectfully.

CAVENDISH ON BBC RADIO MANCHESTER
You might have heard 5 of our pupils being
interviewed on BBC Radio Manchester’s
breakfast show this Wednesday. The station was
looking into the wide variety of languages
spoken across the city of Manchester, and chose
to visit Cavendish because of our diversity. The
children were great ambassadors for our school
(as was Mrs. Begum, our EMA co-ordinator), and
demonstrated that primary school students soak
up new languages like sponges. One of the
children spoken to by reporter Richard Stead
was a Year 5 boy who came to us in September
2013 from the Czech Republic, speaking no
English. Have a look at the extract below, taken
from written work he completed in November
2016, where he was asked to imagine himself in
the shoes of a child at the time of World War 1,
walking from Withington to Cavendish School.
ERNEST BAKER’S WALK TO SCHOOL
A few days ago, I was woken up by the rooster in the farm next door. Almost asleep, I walked to
the bathroom and washed my face with water. Downstairs, I had breakfast. I love Friday
because it is the only day of the week when I get to have fresh milk. With the milk, I had porridge
with golden syrup on top.
I stepped outside and to my surprise it was raining. First, I walked past Hough Farm and waved
hello to Mr. Smith, the man who ran the farm. Surprisingly, Mr. Burgess wasn’t working as
normal. Everything seemed very lonely on that Friday morning…I must admit I was very excited
when I walked past the new public baths as I was going there next week with my older cousin
Harold.
Next on my journey, I walked past the cricket ground. Daily, I go to the cricket club. Then I
walked past the pub my father goes to every Sunday nine o’clock sharp…I had to walk past the
railway. For the first time ever I got to see a train whizz past. I waved to all the passengers, it
was an amazing sight. Eventually I got to my school, which is called Cavendish Primary School,
and I went to my class.

