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WELL DONE TEAM CAVENDISH!
This week we have had children competing in sports finals in both swimming and athletics. Our
swimmers won silver medals whilst our athletes took bronze. We are very proud of them all, and
hugely grateful to the staff who give up their lunchtimes and other bits of free time to coach our
young sports people. Thanks also go to the parents who helped us out with transport, ferrying
children from school to venue, and back again.

E SAFETY
This week in assembly, Mr. Griffiths has been talking to the children about how to use the internet
safely. One of the key messages that he gave to children was about only interacting on line with
people that they know in person. Most children are very trusting, and their trust can sometimes
be abused, so Mr. Griffiths also told the children about the dangers of revealing personal
information on-line – address, phone number etc, and about the need to keep their passwords
and any other security measures to themselves. These are really important messages for you reiterate at home too – please keep a close eye on how safely your child is using the internet. Many
social media sites such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat etc. have a recommended lower
age limit of 13 years, WhatsApp is 16 years and You Tube is 18 years, so primary school children
shouldn’t be using them at all. From time to time, teachers have to deal with the fall-out from
arguments that have taken place between children via social media out of school hours. This
wastes teaching and learning time, which is very frustrating bearing in mind the age
recommendations. We believe that the children shouldn’t be saying on-line anything that they
know would be inappropriate to say in person.
Let’s make sure that we work together to keep all of the children safe – the internet is a fantastic
resource (we often ask how did we ever manage without it!), but it must be used sensibly and
responsibly.

WRAP UP A BUS COMPETITION
We are all familiar with buses and trams that are ‘wrapped’ – they have a colourful exterior that
advertises places and products as they whizz through the city. We’ve received details of a great
competition being run for pupils in Y3 to Y6 by ExterionMedia. They want children to design a
colourful and striking design for one of their buses! The design must reflect what the child loves
about Manchester, and can include favourite local places and landmarks. We’ll be sending home
the competition forms early next week so check your child’s bag. How fabulous would it be if a
child from Cavendish won, and we could see ‘their’ bus going up and down the streets? We know
that we have some really creative and artistic pupils who will enjoy having a go at this. Further
details will follow and the closing date is Weds 29th March.
NEXT WEEK AT CAVENDISH
Tues 14 March: Y5HD visiting
recycling plant; football match v St.
Bernard’s Primary School; S Mcr
netball league 1st round.
Weds 15 March: Y5MTS visiting
recycling plant; PTA meeting 7pm at
Wine & Wallop on Lapwing Lane.
Thurs 16 March: Y5MT visiting
recycling plant; Y1 group visiting
Staircase House; governors’ meeting
7pm
THANK YOU FROM MS COOPER
Ms Cooper would like to thank all
families and colleagues who
supported our bookshop event. You
have helped us raise a whopping
£881.80 in commission, every penny
of which will be spent on new books
for our library and for classroom
book corners.

SCHOOL FUNDING ISSUES
Next week we have a meeting of the full governing body.
One of the issues we will be discussing is school funding,
and you will no doubt have heard a lot about this in the
media. There are 2 parts to the problem:
1. A 5.5% increase in staffing costs (pension
payments, NI, 1% pay increase) for which we
have received no extra money. It is disingenuous
in these circumstances to say that school
budgets are being protected.
2. The way in which schools are funded in
different parts of the country, with London
schools receiving a particularly large slice of the
revenue available. The government is right to
want to address this, but it needs to be done in
a way that does not impact negatively on the
quality of provision for children.
Many Manchester schools will be sending out further
information in due course, and once we have considered
the detail as it applies to Cavendish, we will let you know
more, and suggest ways in which you might be able to
support schools’ opposition to what are, effectively,
large funding cuts.

