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ENFORCED CLOSURE – THURSDAY 8TH JUNE
Cavendish will be closed on Thursday 8th June due to serving as a double polling station. We took
this decision reluctantly, but we have to prioritise the health and safety of the children before
anything else. Having large numbers of the general public on site presents safeguarding issues,
and having some areas of the site on lockdown has safety implications should evacuation be
needed for any reason. We are sorry for any inconvenience that this additional and enforced
closure may cause.
NEW APPOINTMENTS FOR
SEPTEMBER 2017
You might have noticed that 3 of our
colleagues are expecting babies. Exciting
times! Mrs. Monaghan, Mrs. Taylor and Ms
Allen will all be taking maternity leave over
the coming months and we have been very
busy making arrangements to cover them
whilst they are off.
So far, we have appointed Miss Worth to
teach in Reception, Ms. Tattersall to teach
in Y1 with Mrs. Hookes, and we will soon be
interviewing candidates for Ms Allen’s role.
At the same time, Cavendish continues its
expansion to three form entry and we have
appointed Miss Gatland to teach in Year 3.
We will make sure that our new colleagues
visit Cavendish in the second half of the new
term to get to know their class ready for
September. Before the half term break, we
will let you know who your child’s next
teacher will be, and we plan to have a drop
in session from 3.30pm to 5.00pm on Tues
18th July so that you can come and meet
her/him – it’s nice to be able to put a name
and a face together and see where your
child will spend their next 12 months.

AUDREY’S BUS
As we told you after the holiday, Audrey Watt in
Year 3 won Exterion UK’s ‘wrapabus’ competition.
We’re very excited because we’ll get to see it over
at the Etihad Stadium today! The children in Miss
Hansen’s class will then be taken for a stadium
tour, which is MCFC’s way of saying thank you to
Audrey for incorporating their club crest into her
design. We’ll publish photos next week.

SPORTS NEWS FROM MR KING
Well done to our fabulous Y3/4 and Year 5/6 girls’
football teams who recently took part in the
South Manchester girls’ tournament. We were
very impressed with their effort, determination
and skill.
If you have any Sainsbury’s sports vouchers at
home, please send them into school asap so that
we can count them up and send them off – thank
you.

YEAR 6 SATs
Year 6 SATs take place next week as follows:
Monday:
Reading
Tuesday:
Grammar, punctuation and spelling
Wednesday: Maths 1 (arithmetic), Maths 2 (reasoning)
Thursday:
Maths 2 (reasoning)
We’ll be serving a free breakfast to any Year 6 pupil who would like one on Mon to Thurs next
week from 8.15am, with last orders at 8.40am.
DEBATEMATE
Miss Flitcroft recently took our Debatemate teams to take part in a competition. She reports back
that the children were fantastic and represented the school superbly well. Both teams lost their
first motion: ‘This house believes that people should break the law in order to save the
environment.’
However, they used this as a learning experience and went on to win their unseen second motion:
‘This house believes that children should be paid for good exam results.’
They even got Ms Flitcroft up with some of the mentors to do a live debate for the children.
To top it off, when another two schools made the finals, 3 of our children won a £10 Nando’s
voucher for asking the best question to the debaters during the open floor for questions.
Well done debaters!! The effect of all this might be that your children become formidable
opponents in any discussion about pocket money, tidying bedrooms or doing the washing up. You
have been warned … ;-)

PLACES STILL AVAILABLE AT THESE SCHOOL CLUBS
Fencing club on Friday for KS2 has 3 places left - www.premiersports.org or 07932 309187
Skateboard lunchtime club, KS2, has a couple of places on Thurs and Fri
- www.schoolgateway.com
Squash at the Northern, Tuesday for KS2, has spaces - rackets@thenorthen.co.uk or 0161 445
3093
Dance with Bridget/Easy movers has space on Weds for Y4-6 and Thurs for Y1-3 - Bridget 07779 159460
Also, we’ve had details of a club for men and women over 50 that’s suitable for all abilities. Walking
rugby is a slower, non contact version of rugby but with no kicking or running! Local rugby club
Mancunians is holding a taster session this Saturday from 11.30am to 12.30pm at the Hough End
Police Club, Mauldeth Road West, Chorlton, M21 7SX. For further details please contact 07379
542341 or go to the Mancunians’ website: our website

NEWS FROM CAVENDISH PTA…
Become A Co-op Member and Help Cavendish Secure Essential Funds
We have exciting news, Cavendish has been chosen by the new Co-op local community fund but we
need your help to secure it.
What is the Co-op Local Community Fund?
The Co-op is looking for more than 4,000 local good causes to benefit from a share of an estimated
£8m that is generated through its membership scheme.
Co-op members get 1% of everything they spend on Co-op products to give to a local cause that
matters to them. Cavendish successfully applied to be one of these causes for the next round of
funding, running from April to September 2017.
Our project is one of three projects chosen within our local store on Burton Road. They choose
projects led by small, locally based organisations that benefit the local community centred around Coop food stores; have the greatest possible benefit to their community; and who will make maximum
use of the amount of funding available.
So what project have we chosen ?
Cavendish would like to provide some outside reading spaces for our pupils to help support every day
reading. The Cavendish Reading Sheds project would utilise the funds to purchase and kit out two
reading sheds so that during playtimes, all pupils have access to fun and designated reading zones in
the playground. As you know, reading is a huge focus here and the Cavendish Reading Sheds would
extend our reading for pleasure provision.
The idea of creating an outdoor reading spaces came to Helen Cooper, reception teacher and reading
coordinator at Cavendish, last year when a pupil remarked to her: “I wish we could have a place to
read outside”. It got her thinking how the playground was always alive with children being active but
there was nowhere for those children who may like to sit and relax and read.
Securing the Co-op funds would allow Cavendish to purchase the two purpose built reading sheds and
fit it out with comfortable cushions and book storage furniture. All pupils will benefit through offering
them a space to practise their reading, and hopefully help to improve attainment levels. But just as
importantly, foster a love of independent reading and aid many children’s general wellbeing, as the
sheds will offer a calm space to relax and be quiet, away from the noise of the playground.
So how do you choose our project?

If you are not already a member, simply sign up to become a Co-op member, in-store or on-line.
www.coop.co.uk/membership
Once a member, sign in online, select Co-op Community Funds, search for local projects to you
and or via Cavendish Community Primary Reading Sheds. Choose the Cavendish Project.
If you are on Facebook or Twitter, share the news that you have supported our project and
encourage others to do the same. And if you tag us in with @cavendishpta we can retweet.

We will keep you updated on how the fund is progressing over the coming month but keep an eye out
for further publicity. We can’t wait to be able to share the reading sheds with the children but we
need your help.
Please join today and take time to choose our projects and make the Cavendish Reading Sheds a
reality. Plus if you’re a regular shopper, the more Co-op own brand products you buy, the bigger the
funding pot becomes and the more Cavendish will benefit.

To help you visualise the idea these are the sort of things we would implement:

THIS YEAR’S LOW DOWN ON DIDSBURY FESTIVAL
The date for this year’s Didsbury Festival is Saturday May the 20th, which sees the organisers move it
from its usual June weekend. We’re not sure if the weather gods have forced their hand in this but
we’re quite happy to try our luck at a new month and we’re already planning for plenty of sunshine!
Didsbury Parade
This year’s parade theme is: The History of Didsbury. So we have decided to try and keep it as open
as possible and gone for The River Mersey as Cavendish’s entry. Our thought process is simple. Firstly
Didsbury would never have become a village without the location of the River Mersey and we thought
we could encapsulate The History of Didsbury On The River Mersey quite nicely.
So here’s our plan of attack.
Make & Do Session
To try and motivate more people to take part and get involved in this year’s parade we are hosting a
‘Make & Do’ session at Cavendish on Friday the 12th May. We will use one of the halls - still to be
decided - to set up a number of stations where kids and adults can help make and decorate props that
will then be carried by the paraders on the day. Plus smaller stations where you can pick up ideas for
individual costumes and/or start to make items that you could wear.

We hope as many people will join us at the session. Please let us know if you can help run it. We will
need help in making the props pre event and during the session so if you’re creative and love a bit of
‘here’s what I made earlier’ please get in touch.
Topics
As said above, we have chosen The River Mersey theme to try and make it as open as possible for
people to get creative. But to get you thinking, these are the sort of historical things that could be
incorporated and come floating down the river with us:

- During the English Civil War (1642-1651) between the Parliamentarians (Roundheads) and the
Royalists (Cavialiers), of which Manchester was on the Parliamentarian side, there was much troop
movement in and around Didsbury. This was because it was one of the few places between
Stretford and Stockport where the River Mersey could be forded. The Royalist Commander Rupert
Prince stayed in Didsbury - just south of Barlow Moor.

- In the 1745 Bonnie Prince Charlie crossed the Mersey at Didsbury in the Jacobite march for the
throne.

- Reflect the great industrial revolution and the changes in the Didsbury landscape. From a quiet
hamlet with thatched cottages and handloom weavers houses to large villas and country houses
overlooking the River Mersey, built by businessmen who acquired their wealth from the industrial
revolution.

- One of these large properties was The Towers, owned by the proprietor of the Manchester
Guardian, John Edwards. Located next to Didsbury Cricket Club, it was purchased in 1874 by Daniel
Adamson, an engineer who instigated a meeting at the property in which the decision to construct
the Manchester Ship Canal was made.

- The RSPB started life from the Didsbury home of Emily Williamson in 1889. Originally known as The
Plumage League, Williamson joined forces with Eliza Phillips - head of the Fur and Feather League
in Croydon to form the RSPB.

- Margaret Ashton, a suffragette, councillor and key reformer of education in Manchester as a whole,
hailed from this area. She was also the very person who laid the stone, incorporated into the front
of our school building to mark the opening of Cavendish in 1904. Take a look at the plaque on the
front of school.

- Reflecting our favourite pastimes along the river. Cycling, fishing, bird watching, jogging and
walking.

- And of course depicting nature in general with flowers, fish and birds.
Props
We are hoping to have as many hand held boards to depict The History of Didsbury pictorially and
through words for people to carry on the day. This will be subject to volunteers helping to make them
pre the Make & Do session and at the event. We will also be looking to purchase a blue foil strip (often
seen on floats) to illustrate the river and offer a natural demarcation for Cavendish’s walkers in the
parade.
Costumes
Due to the fluidity of the theme, we are leaving all individual costumes to you. You may fancy the
pomp and tartan of Bonnie Prince Charlie or the battle cries of the Roundheads versus the Cavaliers.
Birds and fish could float your boat or perhaps the the suffragettes and industrial revolution get your
vote. What ever it is that inspires you, the main thing is getting as many Cavendish children involved
and participating in the community event.

It can be full on fancy dress or just headbands or plaques to carry. Alternatively if dressing up isn’t
your thing but you would still like to march please feel free to join us. All we ask is that you wear
something red to denote the Cavendish colours.
Parade Details
Meet at St Catherine’s Primary School playground, School Lane, Didsbury between 10.00 - 10.30am.
Procession starts at 11am and proceeds down School Lane, turns left into Wilmslow Road, passes
though the village, turns left into Sandhurst Road and then into Didsbury Park.
No prams, pushchairs or dogs are allowed to join the procession.
Cavendish Stewards
Each walking group has to provide a minimum of six adult stewards. A steward’s responsibility is to
ensure all children remain safe within the group’s walking area. Two stewards walk at the front, two
in the middle and two at the end. If you can volunteer time to steward please get in touch.
Didsbury Festival
We have booked our usual stall and bouncy castle offering at the festival. Any help to set up, pack up
and run the offering will be greatly received.
We will also be looking for baking contributions and face painters.
Get in touch
If you can help in anyway please let us know as soon as possible. We need help with: prop making,
make & do session, parade stewarding, festival stall, baking and face painting.
Drop us a line at: enquiries@cavendishpta.org.uk
Final Note
Cavendish won the parade last year. So let’s see if we can claim the trophy for a second year in a row!

DON’T FORGET: PARENT/CARER MEETING: HOW
CAN WE KEEP OUR CHILDREN SAFE IN THE DIGITAL
WORLD?, MAY 16TH 6.00 TO 8.00PM.
This is a free event funded by Cavendish PTA but you
MUST book onto it by leaving a message in the office
or
emailing
David
Griffiths
on
d.griffiths@cavendish.manchester.sch.uk

