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BEE IN THE CITY
He’s here!!! Our Cavendish bee buzzed in on
Wednesday and we are all very excited
about the project. We will be using
decoupage to decorate him and here’s what
we need you to do: let your child/ren take
photographs of the things they like best in
our local community – the park, their
favourite tree, a shop they use on Burton
Road, a yellow Manchester tram, the places
of worship that they go to…anything that
means a lot to them. Email their photos to:
bee@cavendish.manchester.sch.uk
We will then start printing them off and
using them to cover our bee. We want him
to reflect the school and the community and
be a lasting memento of West Didsbury in
2018. It’s going to be scorchio this weekend,
so please get outside and get snapping!
IT’S DISCO TIME!
The Reception/Year 1/ Year 2 disco is next Friday from 5.30pm to 7.00pm. There are a few
tickets available via the Gateway - £4 per child which includes a bag of tuck and a drink. Your
child will need a ticket in order to come to the disco, so please don’t just turn up on the day
without one. We have to stick to health and safety requirements and fire regulations, and we
won’t be able to let them in. Glitter tattoos, flashing lights, and UV jewellery will be available for
purchase prior to entry. This is a CASHLESS event once the children are in the disco, therefore
your child will not need to take money into the hall.

A COUPLE OF REMINDERS
Swimming is a compulsory subject in the national curriculum, and all of our Year 3 and Year 4
children are expected to take part in the lessons at Withington Baths. There may be occasional
times when your child cannot take part, e.g. if they have a bandage or a plaster cast on, if they
have a wound that cannot get wet etc. In these instances, simply write a short note to your child’s
teacher to inform them that your child is not allowed to swim. Pupils in Year 3 should bring their
swimming kit to school every TUESDAY, whilst Year 4 should bring their kits every THURSDAY.
Swimming is a life-saving skill, and we believe that it’s a very important part of our school
curriculum.
Please remember to park considerately around school. If possible, allow more time for your
journey, park further away from school, and walk the rest of the way in. This reduces the
congestion in nearby streets and keeps the area safer for everyone’s child. Don’t park on double
yellow lines, and don’t block roads and drives. There are horrendous traffic problems outside most
Manchester schools – it would be nice if we could be different and put the children’s safety at the
centre of our thinking each time we do the school run.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY –
NURSERY AND RECEPTION
Mrs. Powell and her team have set
dates for summer term activities
and meetings as follows:
Wed 13 June 6.00pm – new
Nursery parents’/carers’ induction
meeting
Tue 19 Jun 9.30am – Reception
sports day
Wed 20 June 2.00pm – Nursery
sports day
Tue 26 June 6.00pm – new
Reception
parents’/carers’
induction meeting
Wed 11 Jul 3.30pm – Nursery fun
afternoon
Tue 17 Jul 2.15pm – Reception end
of year assembly
Thu 19 Jul 9.30am – Nursery end of
year assembly
Sports
days
are
weather
dependent, and occasionally have
to be cancelled.
When this
happens we try to rearrange them
but we are a large school and the
diary is quite busy, so sometimes
we are unable to provide more
than a couple of days’ notice of the
new dates.

SATs in KS1 and KS2
As you might know, children in Years 2 and 6 do
standardised tests in their summer term. For Year 2, these
tests take the form of short booklets for reading and
maths. They are similar to the materials used in class
throughout the year, and the children work through them
at their own pace. They work individually but sit at tables
with other children, just as they do in the classroom in
their normal lessons. Regardless of the score they achieve,
the assessment that we report to the local authority is
based on teacher assessment. So if a child is feeling under
the weather on the day they do their booklet and they get
a score that does not reflect their overall class attainment,
the teacher assessment over-rides the test outcome.
Things are a little more formal in Year 6. Again, the tests
take the form of A4 booklets for reading and maths but
there is also a test for grammar, punctuation and spelling.
The spelling part of the test is done aurally. Writing is
assessed by teachers, not by test. This year’s timetable is:
Mon 14 May
Tue 15 May
Wed 16 May
Thu 17 May

– grammar, punctuation and spelling
– reading
– arithmetic; maths reasoning paper 1
– maths reasoning paper 2

Please do not get anxious about your child taking these
tests. Our teachers prepare their classes very well and
the children will be familiar with the style and format of
the papers. SATs are just 4 days out of a Y6 child’s 760
days in Key Stage 2. They are not the ‘be all and end all’
of primary education!

NEXT WEEK’S DIARY
Tue 24 – Year 1 classes visiting Eureka!
Tue 24 – EYFS reading meeting at 9.15am, repeated at 2.15pm
Fri 27 – Year 3 classes visiting Lancashire County Cricket Club
Please note that Miss Marland will be at a conference and therefore out of school all day on Tue
24/Wed 25, and she will be at a local authority meeting on Thursday morning. If you need to see
her for any reason, Thursday afternoon and Friday are the best options, but Mr. Griffiths will be
available to see you if the issue is an urgent one.
BUSINESS AS USUAL
It’s the first week back and we have already had
sporting success; much to Mrs. Mitchell’s delight
our netball team is through to the Manchester
citywide final, and our Y4/5 girls’ futsal team has
reached the final of their competition as well!
Our BMX bikers had a great time at the cycling
arena – here’s what Mr. King said:
We took some children to Platt Fields BMX track
tonight. They had completed six weeks of training
with Rob Hawker, from British Cycling, and this
was the treat at the end of it.
One of the many privileges of our job is to see
children
overcome
barriers,
confront
uncertainties and come out the other side with a
sense of achievement. Similarly, watching
children fall down, get back up, dust themselves
off and 'get on with it' also is hugely satisfying.
I can't express how proud I was tonight as I
watched them overcome their uncertainty of
what is a genuinely scary course, and get back up
after the (many) falls. I will be giving out a prize
for 'Most Spectacular Crash' in assembly!
Our Year 4 classes went to Warrington Museum
to start off their learning about the Romans; they
had a fabulous time.
If you are in town, pop into the Central Library
and head for the basement, where you will be
able to see a display of wonderful work done by
our Year 4 children on the theme of women’s
suffrage.
NEXT PTA MEETING: Tuesday 1st May 2018 at
7.00pm. Held in the Rhodes Building.
SEE YOU THERE!

