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GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK!
82 Year 6 children leave us today and will start at their new secondary schools in September. As
we have said at this year’s Leavers’ Assemblies, they have been a very special cohort of children.
The year group began as 2-form entry (60 children) but we were then asked to consider opening
up an extra class because there were lots of children in the city who did not have school places.
We went to 3-form entry (90 children) to ensure that these pupils were able to start their
education, and the class became known as the ‘spike’ class. As this group has passed through Key
Stage 2 many children have joined Cavendish then moved on, to be replaced by more new starters.
What has impressed us has been the way in which, at each stage, the existing pupils have
welcomed new arrivals and made them feel at home. We cannot imagine what it must be like for
some of our young learners to have fled war torn countries, but it has given us great joy to see
them settle down and be able to feel safe and secure here. We wish all of them lots of happiness
for the future.
We also have a small number of children leaving us from other year groups – 2 are relocating to
Surrey, one is off to Chetham’s School of Music, one to Manchester Grammar School juniors, and
one to be home-educated. We hope that they too will settle in happily, and we wish the same to
our Nursery children who are off to new Reception classes.
Staffing-wise, we lose Mrs. Vera Smith to retirement today. Vera has worked at Cavendish for 40
years, providing invaluable support to children and teachers – in particular to Mrs. Law with whom
she has forged a fantastic relationship. She is much-loved by her colleagues, children and parents
and we will miss her greatly but we wish her a long, happy and healthy retirement. She has a
message for all of you:
I would like to say a huge thank-you to the entire Cavendish community for making my working
years here so very happy. It has been especially lovely to have taught pupils back in the late
1970s/80s who now send their own children here! Thank you also for the lovely retirement gifts
that were presented to me last week. I was incredibly touched by your generosity and I will
remember all of you each time I wear my beautiful new Tiffany bracelet and use my lovely
enamelled trinket box.
Vera Smith
As for the rest of us, we’d like to wish you a very happy holiday and we’ll be back in September
feeling refreshed and raring to go for the 2018/19 academic year. We’d like to remind you that
Mon 3 September is a teacher training day. The children start back on Tues 4 September. All next
year’s dates are on our website so please check them before you book any holidays! Dates for the
2019/20 year have not yet been agreed by MCC. We will let you have them as soon as we can.

THANK YOU
A school is a complex organisation that requires a lot of teams to work together to help it to run successfully.
Headteachers, teachers and teaching assistants are very visible around the place, and you have been very
generous in the comments and gifts you have sent in to us, but there is a hidden army of people who also
put in a great deal of effort at Cavendish. We would like to say a HUGE thank you to everyone who helps to
make Cavendish such a wonderful place for the children:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our site team, Gary Ellison and Mark Nash
Our cleaning team, led by Paula Redfern
Our OSC team, led by Sue Erdemir
Our administrative team, led by Nic Kennedy
Our governors, chaired by Cllr. Suzannah Reeves
Our kitchen team, led by Glynis
Our lunchtime team, led by Heather Hanley
Our fabulous PTA, led by Krystal Kerr

We would also like to thank you, parents and carers, for the support that you give to your children. Life is
busy, but we all know that children thrive best when families and schools work together. We appreciate the
efforts you make in getting your children to school on time every day, hearing them read at home, sharing
stories at bed-time, practising times tables, making weird and wonderful costumes for varying events, taking
time out of work to come in for assemblies and sports events…the list of what you do goes on, and each
thing helps your child to flourish here. We couldn’t do our jobs properly without you.
CONGRATULATIONS
As you might know, Mr. Lee runs 2 choirs at Cavendish. One is for any child in KS2 who simply wants to
sing, whilst the other is a smaller group and entry is by audition. The small choir performed beautifully at
the Royal Northern College of Music last week – there are some fabulous singing voices at Cavendish. This
was confirmed when 5 of our children heard at the weekend that they have been given places in the Halle
children’s choir. It is recognised as one of the best children’s choirs in the country, so it is no mean feat for
so many pupils from the same school to have got in and we congratulate them all. Much of the credit for
their enthusiasm and success must go to Mr. Lee, and we received a lovely message from Michelle
Robinson this week – Michelle is the Assistant Director of the Halle children’s choir: ‘Thank you for
sending them our way. It makes such a difference to children’s singing and musicianship if there’s a lot
of music in their school.’
Message from Mr. Griffiths: Mr Griffiths
wins the Stockport 10k race…
…well, that’s what I’m hoping the
headlines will say on September 16th,
despite the fact that I can’t run very far nor
very fast either!
However, if I don’t manage to win the race,
I would love to raise some money to
support Alex Harrison, an incredibly brave
little girl I know. Alex is fighting an
aggressive brain tumour and she and her
family need as much love and support as
they can get to help them through.
If any of my Cavendish family are able to
spare a few pounds to help spur me on to
win the race, please follow the link below.
https://www.justgiving.com:443/crowdf
unding/alexandra-harrison?utm_id=62
Thank you.

PTA NEWS
This year, Cavendish PTA has raised more than £15,000 – and
that’s not even including the amount raised at the sausage
sizzle, which is still to be confirmed! It’s a phenomenal
amount of money, and every penny is ploughed back into
school for the benefit of the children. The amount of
enrichment that we can provide through PTA funding is the
envy of other local schools. If you haven’t yet been involved
in PTA activities, please consider coming along to the next
meeting to find out how you can help. You don’t have to
attend every event, but just a couple of hours at a couple of
events will make a massive difference and enable Cavendish
PTA to go from strength to strength.

When:
Where:

Sept 11 2018, 7.00pm
Rhodes Building, Cavendish
Primary School

ART WEEK
As part of Art Week, we looked at an artist called Noah Macmillan who lives in America and
produces prints for a number of companies.
He has recently designed some prints for the World Cup, so we have used his ideas to inspire us
to create our own. We looked at the different countries, their flags and landmarks/animals
important to that country, used these to make a collage, and then mono-printed a footballer
from that country on top.
We sent him some to look at and he has replied:
Dear Mrs Threlfall-Smith, Mr Tate and Year Five students,
I couldn't be more thrilled or flattered to see your fabulous artwork. Your students’ pieces are
vibrant and fun and it's wonderful to know that my World Cup project served as an inspiration.
The idea to include a monoprint was very ambitious and they look great. I had the benefit of
using the computer to finish my illustrations so in a way yours are actually more impressive!
I hope that you had as good a time watching this year's tournament as I did! I'm impressed that
you used it as an opportunity to learn and explore some new creative processes. Sorry that it
didn't come home in the end, but it was still fun right?
Thanks again for taking the time to share your work with me.
All the best!
Noah

ENTRANCE TO SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER
The first day back at school after the summer break is always busy, and the playground can be
a bit chaotic as you all catch up with each other. We thought it would help if we clarify now
which doors your children will be using to enter/exit the building at the beginning and end of
each day. Here goes:
CLASS
All Nursery
Ms Cooper
Miss Worth
Ms White
Miss Merry
Mrs. Hookes/Ms
Tattersall
Mrs. Monaghan
Mrs. Law
Miss Critchley
Miss Tingling
Miss Hansen
Ms Marsden
Miss Frazer
Ms Devine
Mr. Tate
Mrs. Mitchell
All Year 5 and Year 6
classes

MORNING
Main Nursery door
Main Reception door
“
Door 5
Door 6
Door 6

AFTERNOON
Main Nursery door
Main Reception door
“
Door 5
Door 6
Door 6

Door 6
Door 7
Door 7
Door 7
Door 4
Door 4
Door 4
Door 8
Door 8
Door 8
Main entrance
Rhodes Building

Door 4
Door 7
Door 7
Door 8
Door 4
Door 3
Door 2
Door 8
Door 2
Door 4
Main entrance
Rhodes Building

The doors to Nursery and Reception open at 8.50am, and you are welcome to bring your child
into their classroom and stay with them until just before 9am. All other doors are open
between 8.45am and 8.55am. Children in Years 1 to 6 make their own way into school through
their designated door. This is new for Year 1 children, so we will keep a special eye on them in
the first couple of days to make sure they reach the right room! All the rest of the children
should be fine with the routines as they have been using them all this year.
JUST A FEW MORE THINGS…
Well done to all children who have received 100% attendance awards this year. We know that
luck plays a part in not picking up bugs, but it is an achievement worth celebrating.
Our gorgeous bee is on display at Didsbury library throughout the summer – please go and
say hello to him!
On the subject of libraries, we’d love it if every child at Cavendish took part in the Manchester
Libraries Summer Reading Challenge – details here:
http://www.manchester.gov.uk/events/event/4702/mischief_makers_%E2%80%93_summer
_reading_challenge_2018
There are lots of things going on in Manchester during the holidays, and many of them are
FREE! We like free!! Here are some details:
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/whats-on/family-kids-news/things-kidsmanchester-summer-2018-14861931
School lunches at Cavendish will increase in price to £2.15 per day from September. The rise
is due to inflationary pressures since the price was last changed 4 years ago.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS YEAR’S
BRILLIANT CITIZEN AWARD WINNERS

AND IT’S GOODBYE FROM THEM!

GOOD LUCK Y6 AND
HAPPY RETIREMENT
MRS. SMITH!

